


get closer, we will have a better idea of when move in ends
and when our younger members will be permitted to assist
with setup.

Move in and setup close at 6:00PM on Wednesday and the
exhibit hall will not reopen for setup until 8:00AM on
Thursday. Setup continues on Thursday until 8:30PM and
then again on Friday from 7:00AM to 9:00AM. The Show
opens to the Industry and Convention Attendees at 9:00AM on
Friday.

MODULE ARRIVAL: Because of the compressed setup
time and the size of the layout, we request that all modules be
at the Convention Center on Wednesday and as early as
possible. The exhibit hall floor will be relatively clear on the
first day of setup, because vendors and industry will not be
permitted to setup their displays, only modular layouts. We
should plan to get in to the hall as early as possible, unload
and remove our vehicles from the building (if permitted in,
that isl) as quickly as we can to make space for other displays
and vendors. If you will be transporting modules with a
trailer, we highly recommend your arrival to be as close to
noon on Wednesday as possible to make it easy to get in and
out of the hall. All other modules should be at the Show by
not later than 5:00PM on Wednesday. If you are unable to get
to the Convention Center on Wednesday, but would like your
module(s) included in the layout, please contact Alan to
discuss what arrangements can be made. We need to be
leveling the layout Thursday morning, early, so that we can
leave the Convention Center that night with a layout ready to
go; we may not be setting up after the show opens at 9:00AM
on Friday!

GENERAL INFORMATION: Thefollowing information is
from the NMRA® invitation packet and are guidelines to our
participation:

1. Exhibitors are expected to provide a professional
display and dress and present themselves in a
professional manner during the Show.

2. ldentification badges, provided by the National Train
Show® must be worn at all times during setup and
Show hours.

3. Badgeswill be provided for participating members of
the Belt Lines, only. Badges for spouses or children
who are not going to participate at the show in
operating the layout will not be available.

4. The layout must be staffed at all times during Show
hours.

5. During setup we are restricted to our own assigned
area. Visiting exhibitor booths will not be permitted
until the Show opens.

MODULAR LAYOUT CONTEST: During the National
Train Show® the Education Department offers NMRA®
members who bring modules to display an opportunity to take
part in the NMRA® Module Contest. You must be a NMRA®
member, in good standing, to have your module judged. You
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may not be a professional model maker. Your module may
not have won a previous first place award at a NMRA®
Convention. Forms are available on the internet at the
NMRA® Education Department web site (www.nmra.org) and
must be attached to the front of your module by noon on
Thursday, July 9 for your module(s) to be considered and
judged. We think it would be great if some of the layout
modules were entered in the contest, so if you qualify, contact
Alan for more information.

ACCOMMODATIONS AND PARKING: There are
several hotels and places to park around the Convention
Center, including directly on the Convention Center grounds.
Parking is not free, except at certain off-site hotels, and does
not generally allow for infout privileges. Many of the hotels
around the area are providing shuttle buses to the Convention
Center. The Belt Lineswill be making reservations for several
rooms at one of the hotels in the area, convenient to the Show.

PARTICIPATION: All of our members and associates can
participate and you need not be a NMRA® member. During
the Show, participants are permitted to attend some of the
Convention activities; some of these may require payment
and/or membership to attend, others are free, but stay on the
Convention grounds.

We are limited to a certain number of badges, which is still to
be determined based on the layout size, so we ask that
participation be limited to those who will be involved with the
layout and not those just wanting to come to the Show. All
modules are welcome, but Alan may have to restrict the
modules in the layout in order to fit the space available. We
would like to put our best foot forward as well, so taking some
time to make sure the trackwork is smooth and refresh the
scenery, or install some scenery, before the show is suggested.

If you would like to have your module included in the
Hartford National Train Show®, please let Alan know by not
later than May 15 so that the plan may be finalized. As stated
earlier, assumptions have been made, but afinal planis till in
the works. If you have new modules, or have changed the
track arrangement, please send a sketch or digital photo
(straight down on the module) to Alan so that he can adjust the
database. We will not be making module repairs at this show
due to the compressed setup time.

If you would like to help setup and operate the layout, even
without a module, let both Alan and Clark know by not later
than May 15. If you would like a hotel room, let Alan and
Clark know when you give your notice of participation,
including how many nights (four maximum!), when you will
be arriving and when you will be departing. This is an
opportunity that the Belt Linesis not likely to have again for a
long time, so we welcome all who want to participate in the
Convention in whatever capacity!

As we get closer to the Show, we will have more information
about the hotel and other activities that we will provide by
email to al who are participating. We are readly looking
forward to this opportunity and hope that you are too!









